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Speakers look to future in Black History Month kickoff
SLADE RAND

thedmnews@gmail.com

Every year, organizations
across campus come together
in February to remember the
past, talk about the present
and work toward the future
during Black History Month.
Katrina Caldwell, vice
chancellor for diversity and
community
engagement
and Judith Meredith, James
Meredith’s wife, spoke at the
university’s Black History
Month opening ceremony
Wednesday night at Fulton
Chapel.

The speakers all emphasized this year’s Black History Month theme: “Because
of them, we can.” Events
throughout February will
encourage students to think
about history when considering race-related issues.
Caldwell said the theme
focuses on the importance
of using lessons of the past
as foundations for lasting
change in the future.
“I absolutely love your
theme,” Meredith said. “We
must always recognize our
past.”
Meredith read excerpts

WHAT’S INSIDE...

from letters her husband
wrote to the U.S. Department
of Justice and the University
Registrar detailing his 1962
enrollment in the University of Mississippi. James’
presence in the front row
Wednesday stressed this history’s immediate relevance.
Meredith praised her husband’s bravery during the
university’s integration. She
then urged students to take
a look at today and to bridge
the gap between past and
present.
“We must always recognize

SEE KICKOFF PAGE 4
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Judith Meredith speaks at the Black History Month kickoff Wednesday.
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What we’ve learned after the immigration ban

FRANCISCO HERNANDEZ
thedmopinion@gmail.com

Amid the chaos that
followed the recent executive
order on immigration, we
have learned a valuable
and encouraging fact about
today’s America: It is already
great. And, in a way, we must
thank the new president for
this realization.
Saying America is already
great is not a populist

assessment like the one that
helped President Donald
Trump reach the White
House. It is based on the large
response of the American
public against discriminatory
policies that ignore the core
values of this country.
I will avoid a discussion of
the executive decision itself,
however
misguided
and
poorly enacted it might be.
Instead, I prefer to focus on
the positive effect that the
immigration ban has had in
awakening the tolerance and
solidarity inside many of us.
Over the course of the
week, we have experienced
the prompt rejection of the
ignorant
and
intolerant
assumptions behind the
immigration ban in a broad
portion of the American
public.
We have seen U.S. citizens
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reaching out to assist, support
and protest in favor of the
immigrants affected by the
presidential order.
It
was
especially
moving to hear about the
demonstrations in Detroit
Metropolitan Airport, where
protesters gave away their
signs for a group of Muslim
activists to use as praying
mats.
Although this was just a
small gesture, it represented
the fundamental beliefs of
a country that was built by
immigrants. It showed how
individuals from different
backgrounds,
religions
and races can unite for the
common goals of life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.
Not surprisingly, airports
have become the ideal place
to protest the recent travel
restrictions. The arrival and
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detention of immigrants from
majority-Muslim countries
in airports all across America
provided an opportunity for
protesters to show the world
that the president’s actions
do not represent the beliefs of
many U.S. citizens.
However,
support
for
the
affected
immigrant
community did not only arise
from protestors in the street.
Many lawyers, judges and
even the acting U.S. attorney
general spoke out against
the ban and challenged its
legality. This is a remarkable
display of the strength of
American democracy that
many other countries should
admire.
Like many institutions
around the country, our
university community also
spoke to its immigrant
community and extended

its support to international
students. Just like the
response from the judicial
system and the public
opinion,
this
was
an
admirable example of the
integrity of American values.
I am aware that there is also
a strong support for the recent
restrictions in immigration.
After all, border security is
a legitimate concern for any
country. However, the most
enduring consequence from
this executive order will not
be its arbitrary bans. What
will be remembered is the
support and the unity of U.S.
citizens and immigrants of
different races and religions.
What will be remembered is
the greatness of America.
Francisco Hernandez is a
junior international studies
major from Valencia, Spain.
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State lottery could improve Mississippi education
COLUMN

JULIA GRANT

thedmopinion@gmail.com

Tuesday, a Mississippi
House Committee took
an important step in
modernizing our state and
revitalizing our economy
by passing a bill that would
implement a state lottery.
It has been a long time
coming — all one needs to
do to recognize the vast
revenue eluding us is ask a
Louisiana gas station clerk
how many Mississippi IDs
she encounters when selling
tickets on a daily basis.
While it is significant that
our state is attempting to

catch up with the rest of
the nation — we are one of
a mere six states without a
lottery — the bill contains a
flaw, one I believe is fatal.
The funds raised would
be allocated to the state’s
general fund.
This may not seem
like a drawback at first.
However, a look at how
other states spend the
revenues is telling. Many
states, including Louisiana,
Arkansas and Tennessee,
direct the assets toward
their education funds.
It is undoubtedly clear
that our schooling system is
crying out for more money.
And though it is among
many
entities
lacking
sustainable finances, it is
the one that many citizens
agree is the most deserving
and most essential.
If we ever have hope of
lifting Mississippi from the
bottom of seemingly every
positive list, of erasing

the inexorable stereotypes
that shroud our successes,
we must eradicate poor
and unequal education
in the state. While, of
course, it is not as simple
as throwing more money
at the problem, an influx
of funds earmarked for our
state’s young, eager minds
could only serve to impose
positive externalities on our
society.
In high school, when I
participated in the state’s
youth legislature program,
a
bill
mandating
the
implementation of a state
lottery would inevitably
arise.
Every
proposal
called for the profits to be
administered to educational
needs. It is perplexing how
our state’s high schoolers
can get it right, but our
representatives have failed
to.
I urge you, if you are
nodding along with my
conclusions, to reach out to

your state representative.
Often,
policy
choices
that are unsettling and
unsatisfying stem from
constituents’ ignorance and
apathy.
We are standing on the
cusp of something that
could either drastically
change the way our children
are educated or perhaps be
lost to mismanagement,
fraud and abuse. A simple
email or phone call could

very well alter the course of
your child’s life.
Get dialing, and do not
forget — the government
exists to exert the will of the
people, but it fails to do so
if the people do not have the
will to make it known.
Julia Grant is a
freshman public policy
leadership and journalism
major from Gulfport.
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Students raise money, coach
for local literacy programs
LASHERICA THORNTON
thedmnews@gmail.com

Students are raising money
and reading levels again this semester with the annual Coaching for Literacy fundraiser. The
organization combats illiteracy
across the state and reported
that 85 percent of teens in the
Mississippi Juvenile Court system are illiterate.
Annually, the group sells
raffle tickets for the winner to
be the “assistant coach” at an
Ole Miss basketball game. This
year, the winner will sit alongside coach Andy Kennedy at
the game against Missouri Feb.
25.
The raffle serves as the organization’s primary source of
fundraising. With a sponsorship from C-Spire, Coaching
for Literacy has raised nearly
$30,000 in the first two years.
Last year alone, the raffle raised
approximately $20,000.
Coaching for Literacy CoVice President and junior
public policy and pre-med
major Dion Kevin said the organization uses sports to bring
awareness to the issue of illiteracy and raise funds for local
literacy programs across the
country.
“Ole Miss has one of the
largest chapters and does an
excellent job of raising funds
and awareness for local literacy
programs,” Kevin said.
Coaching for Literacy began
in August 2013 when thenhigh school seniors Andrew
Renshaw and Jonathan Wil-

fong of Memphis, Tennessee,
answered to a challenge from
their teacher to make a difference. The two combined their
knowledge of at-home literacy
problems and their passion for
sports to start the program.
During the 2014-2015 school
year, Memphians Matt Bolton
and Hurston Reed brought
Coaching for Literacy to the
university with help from Wade
Meena and Brent Ferguson of
Jackson and Conner Adkins
of Jackson, Tennessee. Bolton
and Reed said they wanted to
support literacy programs in
the Oxford-Lafayette-University community.
“As a lifelong resident of Oxford, it is nice to see college students give their time to benefit
the children of my own community,” Kevin said. “Coaching
for Literacy means a lot to me
and the community, and I’m
incredibly excited to be a part
of the fight for literacy.”
Zac Herring is a sophomore
international studies major
and the logistics coordinator
for the University of Mississippi’s Coaching for Literacy.
He became involved because
he thinks Mississippi has one
of the poorest educational systems, which he thinks is one
of the biggest problems with
literacy. Herring coordinates
events throughout the semester to raise awareness for illiteracy and the problems it can
cause.
“I was really excited to have
a chance to see if we could fight
that and all its negative effects
from illiteracy,” Herring said.

The organization will begin
selling the $10 raffle tickets
Tuesday, Jan. 31, and will continue sales for the following
three weeks from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. in the Circle. In addition, on Feb. 22, when the raffle ends, students can get into
Club Library for free by showing their ticket instead of paying the $20 cover charge. The
Library bar will also allow 18
and older patrons that night.
Other than purchasing a
raffle ticket, students can post
the hashtag #CSpire4Literacy
on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram, prompting C-Spire to
donate $1 for each hashtag, up
to $2,500.
This philanthropy benefits a
number of different Mississippi programs, including Barksdale Reading Institute, Leap
Frog Tutoring and the Mississippi Children’s Museum.
The reading institute directed
funds raised last year to Quitman County Elementary to
purchase school library books.
Coaching for Literacy donates
not only funds but also time
as tutors and mentors to Leap
Frog.
According to Herring, on occasion, Coaching for Literacy
works with existing programs
in schools, assists teachers with
methods to improve literacy
and hosts summer intervention programs.
Going forward, Herring said
the organization is hoping to
reach $25,000 in raffle sales
and see significant growth in
benchmark scores in Quitman
County schools.

PHOTO COURTESY: ROBERT JORDAN| UM COMMUNICATIONS

KICKOFF

continued from page 1
our past, and I don’t think
of past as black history – it’s
American history,” Meredith
said.
In her speech, Caldwell
thanked the students for allowing her to join the Ole
Miss community. She spoke
to Wednesday’s crowd only
days after officially taking
her role as vice chancellor
for diversity. She said she
recognizes history’s effect on
today’s relationships on campus.
“We should use lessons of
the past as foundations for
lasting change in our future,”
she said. “One of the most
powerful weapons against indifference is knowledge.”
Caldwell said events like
the opening ceremony are
crucial for remembering moments of both progress and
lost ground. She thanked

James for his hard work over
the years and promised him
it was not in vain.
“We do the work that we
are called to do,” she said.
The ceremony also honored
three other members of the
Ole Miss community for their
humanitarian work on campus. Ryan L. Upshaw, Rev.
Gail Stratton and Will Norton Jr. received this year’s
Lift Every Voice awards. Assistant Provost Donald Cole
presented the awards.
“Have a heart and live up
to your God-given purpose,”
Cole said.
The opening ceremony
marked the beginning of a
month dedicated to celebrating diversity and culture. February will be filled
with lectures, movie screenings and luncheons centered
around understanding history. This year’s keynote speech
will come from Eunique
Jones Gibson Feb. 13.
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Parade of Beauties
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Sixty three women crossed the stage Wednesday competing for the title “Most Beautiful.“ BlairWordsmith won the
night.
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DIVINE

They are more than the music and stepping in front of the Union twice a week. They are more than the letters and colors. The National
Pan-Hellenic Council is a collection of nine historically African-American Greek sororities and fraternities, the earliest of which began in the
1920s. Each advocates community service, education, and cultural and economic service. Each emphasizes the history and importance of black
excellence in America. This Black History Month, The Daily Mississippian highlights these nine university chapters.

Alpha Kappa Alpha
Alpha Kappa Alpha member Arina Jackson stands out in a crowd in her light-pink
and green jacket. “Almost every female in my
family is AKA,” Jackson said. Jackson said although she already had strong family ties to
her sorority, it gave her an expanded definition
of sisterhood. “We are all dedicated to service
and leadership...We all want to break barriers
in the community, especially the black community.”

Iota Phi Theta

Malik Pridgeon, a junior public policy
major, said he partly joined Iota Phi Theta because it was founded on his Sept. 19
birthday, but also because the fraternity
stood out to him in embracing individuality.“I wanted to be who I was,” Pridgeon
said. “I see myself as a visionary, someone
who does want to create something, does
want to stay true to who they are, but also
take us to a new level.”

LIFESTYLES
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Kappa Alpha Psi

Anico Kimble came to Ole Miss and crossed
as Kappa Alpha Psi because his mother joined
the Delta Sigma Theta sorority when she was
a student. He wanted the family, “the brotherhood” of being involved. “It’s made me a better man,” Kimble said. His brothers constantly
pushed him to stay focused on personal and
professional development. “It showed me that
the world is not given to you, that you have to
take what you want and you have to be goal oriented.”

Omega Psi Phi

Some join fraternities to learn a sense of
brotherhood, but twins A.J. Moore and C.J.
Moore say they cannot get much closer. The
21-year-old twins are both members of the
Omega Psi Phi fraternity and both play on the
Ole Miss football team. “It was easy,” C.J. said.
“It was just building on what we already had.”
C.J. said they can still enjoy a sense of brotherhood with others where they feel as close
to others as they do one another, but it takes
more work.

Sigma Gamma Rho

Tiara Mabry, a senior Sigma Gamma Rho sorority member, said she joined because of “being able to use all of those programs and better
the community was really, really important to
me,” Mabry said. “Sigma Gamma Rho means
not being someone who fits in a line, but more
of who makes a line better,” Mabry said. She
said the members of Sigma Gamma Rho have
come together and made the organization better, and in return the organization has made
them better.

Delta Sigma Theta

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., which was
founded at Ole Miss in 1974, felt “just like
home” to Tysianna Marino. Marino said her
sorority has given her confidence in herself
she did not know she had. “It...forced me to be
the best version of myself,” Marino said. Marino said her sorority kept her “afloat” during a
really trying time for her. “Any time I was up
against the wall, I knew they were there for
me,” Marino said.

Phi Beta Sigma

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. member
Jaylen Payne had a few family members cross
before him, but he really sees his purpose in
encouraging his peers and younger students.
“My community didn’t have a lot of positivity,” Payne said. Payne said being a part of a
brotherhood that is bound by values more than
blood has given him the opportunity to spread
the positivity even more. “That’s why I wear
these letters,” Payne said.

Alpha Phi Alpha

“I’ve always been interested in Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc.,” Senior Buka Okoye,
22, said. Okoye said there a lot that played
into him wanting to be Greek. Okoye said the
fraternity’s campus presence motivated him
to join and represent the African-American
community in a bigger way. Okoye said he is
inspired by civil rights icons who were Alphas
before him, such as Martin Luther King, Jr.
and Jesse Owens. “It’s ultimately empowering,” Okoye said.

Zeta Phi Beta

Keyundra Cole said she has always felt welcome at the Tau Eta chapter of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc. The sorority was founded in 1920
and has more than 800 chapters nationwide.
The Ole Miss chapter was started in 1976.
“We’re like a family,” Cole said. “Like a family
away from home...I’m not far away (from my
real family), but I don’t have a big family.” She
feels like her sisters have helped her grow into
her own person. “In Zeta, they push you; they
motivate you,” Cole said.

LIFESTYLES
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How do you feel about Ole Miss Signing Day?
M

Q:

“I feel pretty good about it. I know
there’s one guy who my friends always
talk about going to State, and I think
he’s coming to us, which is exciting.”

“It’s more fun in high school because
you usually know the people getting
signed, but I’m pumped to see the new
recruits and what they’re going to do.”

“I’ve been on Twitter and seen a lot of
good people who have signed. I’m excited about turning the season around and
getting some wins under our belt.”

“I’m confident that the Rebs are
going to come out on top again.”

Sammy Wilson, junior marketing and
corporate relations major from Dallas

Isaiah Foster, freshman exercise science
major from Southaven

Brittany Brown, sophomore journalism
major from Quitman

Molly Kathryn Barber, sophomore
social work major from Hernando

Z
“It’s good for them to have that chance
to play on the next level. I got to walk-on,
so it’s great for them to be able to sign
somewhere. I’m really excited for the new
recruits. I know some people who signed,
and I want to see what they’re going to do
on the collegiate level.”

“I’m definitely excited for new guys to
come in. It’s nice to have a refresher, because by the end of the year, spirits kind
of go down. It’s nice to bring in new people who are going to bring something
different to the table and hopefully get
us good results.”

James Taylor, freshman sports management
major from Memphis, Tennessee

Zach Hollingsworth, junior English major
from Brandon
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Rebels shore up defensive inefficiencies with signees
GRIFFIN NEAL

thedmsports@gmail.com

Shoring up defensive inadequacies was the core target of
head coach Hugh Freeze and
his staff’s recruiting strategy
this offseason. Losing Fadol
Brown and Tony Bridges from
a defense that was already
ranked near or at the bottom
of most statistical categories
presented Ole Miss’ staff with a
daunting task. But with the help
a strong Signing Day push, the
Rebels nabbed commitments
from key prospects and added
much-needed depth to an inexperienced defensive unit.
“I feel fantastic about this
class for several reasons. These
men chose our program amid
extreme pressure and amid extreme rhetoric (about the program),” Freeze said. “I stand today feeling very great about the
class that has joined us, for that
reason first. Secondly, I think
we addressed a lot of needs that
we have.”
Ole Miss’ defense was its
achilles heel in 2016; it ranked
111th out of 128 teams in total
defense last season, so it’s no
surprise that of the 21 players
in the signing class, 14 play on
the defensive side of the ball.
Freeze’s class included five linebackers, five defensive backs
and and four lineman.
Freeze didn’t didn’t shy away
from his recruiting motivations,
either.
“Getting the defense fixed,
and defense (overall), was the
priority of the class,” Freeze
said. “Coach Scott and coach
Mcgriff, with their ties, we were
able to fill specific needs on defense.”
Last season’s defense ranked
96th nationally in sacks, 70th
in tackles for loss and 126th in
red zone defense. Freeze and
his staff, in order to right these
glaring defensive shortfalls,
signed two ends and two tackles. Freeze levied specific praise
toward defensive tackle commit
Tae-Kion Reed out of Columbus.
“I think he’s going to be another one of these 6-foot-4 guys

just waiting to be developed and
blow up,” Freeze said. “I think
he’ll grow into a big, dominant
football player on the line.”
Reed committed to the Rebels with a little more flare than
perhaps some others. In typical
fashion, with hats sitting in front
of him emblazoned with his
schools of choice, Reed reached
for the Mississippi State hat.
Instead of fitting it to his head
and delighting the school down
in Starkville, Reed flung the hat
across the room, picked up the
Ole Miss hat and fit it snugly
upon his head. When asked
about Reed’s behavior, Freeze
couldn’t help but smile.
Linebacker was arguably
the position in which Ole Miss
needed most to get better. The
Rebels were bad against the run
a year a go, and it was mainly
due to inefficiencies at linebacker. The staff addressed that by
signing five of them in this class.
“It was well-documented that
this was the place we needed to
improve,” Freeze said.
The Rebels signed a deep
class of linebackers, highlighted by four-star recruits Breon
Dixon and Mohamed Sanogo.
Freeze was also very high on
Zikerron Baker, of Minden,
Louisiana.
Freeze characterized Baker
as a “hidden gem, a Mike Hilton-type guy.”
“He’s long. He’s tough. When
you grab his arm, you feel like
he’s been swinging an axe handle. He’s one of these country-born, Louisiana kids who
isn’t all about the hoopla. He’s
just excited to get in here and
work,” Freeze said.
Ole Miss reeled in one of its
long-time commitments in D.D.
Bowie, who is an ESPN top-100
guy and the highest-rated player in the Rebels’ signing class.
He’d been committed for more
than a year, but Mississippi
State made a late push at him,
and Bowie had been wavering,
but in the end, he chose to stay
with the Rebels.
Despite being listed as a receiver, Bowie has expressed he
intends to play on the defensive side of the ball at corner,
much to the delight of Freeze.

Ole Miss already has an embarrassment of riches at the wide
receiver position, so adding a
big athletic corner in Bowie to
an under-performing secondary will be key for the Rebels’
defensive outlook.
“D.D. is a guy that we think is
as athletic a kid that has come
out of this state since I’ve been
here. He’s just really athletic,”
Freeze said.
After a disappointing 5-7 season in 2016, Freeze and the Rebels will look to bounce back with
youth and a balanced incoming
crop of freshmen and junior college transfers in 2017. Not every
recruiting season will produce
a top-five class. But where the
Rebels lacked in brand-name Breon Dixon
notoriety, they gained in depth
said. “There’s a lot of great playand needs filled.
“That’s what Signing Day ers, but you got to address the
should always be about,” Freeze needs that you have, and we

PHOTO COURTESY: HUDL.COM

certainly believe that we did
that.”
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The roster: National Signing Day 2017
D.D. Bowie

*Ryder Anderson
Defensive end | Katy, Texas

Zikerrion Baker

Linebacker | Mooringsport, La.

Kam’ron White

Alex Faniel

Quarterback | Glen Allen, Va.

Chester Graves

Athlete
Clinton

Wide Receiver
Morton

Defensive end | Kansas City, Mo.

*Javien Hamilton

Defensive back | Bay Springs
COURTESY: SCOUT.COM

A.J. Harris

COURTESY: HUDL

Defensive back | Madison, Ala.

Breon Dixon

Ben Brown

OutsideLinebacker
Loganville, Ga.

Offensive Tackle
Vicksburg

C.J. Miller

Defensive back | Powder Springs, Ga.

JaVonta Payton

Wide receiver | Nashville, Tenn.

Tae-kion Reed

Defensive lineman | Columbus

Braylon Sanders
COURTESY: 247SPORTS

Wide receiver | Hogansville, Ga.

COURTESY: 247SPORTS

Tony Gray

Mohamed Sanogo
Linebacker | Plano, Texas

Josh Clarke

Offensive Tackle
Lawrenceville, Ga.

*Jordan Ta’amu

Quarterback | Pearl City, Hawaii

*Brenden Williams
Linebacker | Fairfield, Ala.

Outside Linebacker
New Orleans

*Markel Winters

Defensive end | Tallahassee, Fla.
COURTESY: 247SPORTS

Isaiah Woullard

COURTESY: 247SPORTS

Running back | Hattiesburg

*early enrollee

Gray, Bowie serve as cornerstones for signing class

SAM HARRES

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss Rebels overcame NCAA sanctions and
widespread defamation to sign
a surprisingly apt 2017 recruiting class. Hugh Freeze, taking
part in his sixth season as head
coach of the Rebels, was cognizant of the difficulties his staff
faced but proud of the end result.
“It was very difficult, and
there were a lot of roller coaster

rides in the recruiting process
this year,” Freeze said. “I stand
today feeling very about our
guys and our families that have
joined us.”
Many Rebel fans were apprehensive, for good reason, about
the Rebels’ class this year. With
no five-star recruits and few
four-star commits, it seemed
as though Freeze would search
for diamonds in the rough this
year.
Enter Tony Gray and D.D.
Bowie, two naturally gifted
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athletes who, perhaps more
importantly, are committed to
Freeze’s vision for the future.
Both had offers from numerous
SEC schools, and both figure
to play a part in Ole Miss’ 2017
season.
Tony Gray, an elite offensive tackle from Lawrenceville, Georgia, surprised many
as he put on the Rebel cap this
morning. After being wooed by
the University of Florida, Matt
Luke, offensive line coach for
Ole Miss, was able to sway Gray
back to Oxford. The 6-foot-5inch, 290-pound lineman will
challenge for minutes this summer as the Rebels’ line looks to
improve on a mediocre season.
“We knew it would be a fight
to get him,” Freeze said. “He’s a
big get.”
Bowie’s size and skill will add
a new dimension to the Rebels’
offense this year. After committing to Ole Miss but staying in
touch with Mississippi State,
the dual-threat receiver from

Morton signed a letter of intent
to Ole Miss this morning and is
set to battle for minutes among
a talented core of receivers.
With several key players graduating, however, Bowie could
contribute almost immediately.
“D.D., we think, is athletic
as any kid that’s come out of
this state since I’ve been here,”
Freeze said. “There’s very few
long corners like him, as athletic as he is, and there’s an immediate need there for us, and
I think he likes that idea. And
we’re gonna get him the ball.
Punt returns, kickoff returns–
we think he can fill the void
there, too.”
In wake of missing out on
five-star running back Cam
Akers, Ole Miss turned to twostar running back Isaiah Woullard. Raised in Hattiesburg, a
town still healing after being
torn apart by a tornado just a
few weeks ago, Woullard is the
all-time leading rusher in Mississippi high school football

advertising
DESIGNERS

NEEDED
Student Media Center

history.
“His rranddad played here.
Obviously, they’ve had tremendous loss here recently. That
didn’t weigh totally into it, but
you can’t help but say that’s a
factor. When I watch his tape,
which I watched 100 times…If
he were playing in a different
league, I think he’s a no-brainer,” Freeze said.
All in all, the Ole Miss coaching staff seems content with
today’s signings. Through adversity and strife, the Rebels
still managed to piece together
a top 35 class. Freeze was quick
to thank the guys who served as
the pieces to a class that was his
toughest to build.
“Amid extreme rhetoric that
they had to hear. Some true,
some not true,” Freeze said.
“And yet, they and their families found this place to be the
best fit for them under those
circumstances. And for that, I
will always be indebted to this
group.”

Shifts available spring
semester 2017 and for the
2017-2018 school year
Work Hours: Monday-Friday
between 10am-4pm

• REQUIRED: knowledge of and experience in InDesign
and Photoshop. Illustrator a plus.
• An understanding of the fundamentals of graphic design
and what constitutes good AD design
• Ability to quickly produce effective and attractive
advertising materials following instructions from staff

• Attention to detail, high degree of
creativity, strong verbal skills and ability
to work independently at times
• All SMC student employees must have
a minimum 2.0 GPA and be in good
standing academically
CSS&SY20173x3

FOR APPLICATION or MORE INFORMATION

email: danovak@olemiss.edu • call: 662.915.5503 • online: www.thedmonline.com/apply/

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 2 FEBRUARY 2017 | PAGE 11

28723

SPORTS

PAGE 12 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 2 FEBRUARY 2017

Freeze, 2017 class and recruiting amidst NCAA haze
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com

Hugh Freeze lay down in
his office last night, combatting a headache on the eve of
a National Signing Day that
he knew would be different than any other one he’d
experienced before. At the
time, the pain in his head
specifically stemmed from
trying to figure out what he
was going to do at running
back.
He’d already missed on
Cam Akers, the most prized
recruit in the state of Mississippi in nearly a decade, and
four-star Corrdavian Richardson from Memphis was
far from a certainty. Presbyterian Christian School
running back Isaiah Woullard was certainly available
but carried the stigma that
comes with a skill position
player playing in a private
school league.
“Without going into the
recruitment of others, we
really could’ve had a lot of
backs we wanted,” Freeze
said. “But it comes a point
sometimes in your gut, and
I got it in my gut last night,
and I called (running backs
coach Derrick) Nix down
and laid in my office for a little while my head was hurting. It comes a point where
you need to do the right
thing, and the right thing for
us was to sign the state’s alltime leading rusher in Isaiah
Woullard.”
But in a way, Freeze’s
headache has stemmed from
similar but larger uncertainties regarding his football
program. He’s dealt with an
overhaul of his coaching staff
in the months leading up to
arguably the most important recruiting season of his
tenure, given the plunge in
performance on the field in
2016. And above all else, he’s
had to navigate through a
thick and hazy cloud that’s a
byproduct of a now four-year
long NCAA investigation.

“It was a very difficult
time. A lot of roller coaster rides in the recruiting
process this year, probably more than others, even
though that’s always part of
it. But with our other issues,
it made it very difficult,”
Freeze said. “We really had
to fight together and stay
together, and our deal was
consider it all joy. We have a
great place to sell and a great
environment to present to
people if we can get them
on campus. Our staff did a
remarkable job of holding
things together with staff
changes and with the issues
we have going on around our
program.”
Similar to how he thought
about Woullard as his head
pounded in his office, he
had to do the same with the
other 21 names he selected.
As part of the self-imposed
sanctions Ole Miss punished
itself with last summer, it
docked itself three scholarships, shrinking the standard 25 soft cap per class.
The margin for error became thinner, and recruiting
became harder. These prospects had questions about
the future of the program
and when that cloud might
turn into a storm.
“Anything that was already public, I could talk
about. Other than that, just
gave them a timeframe of
when our best guess was that
this could be moving in what
direction,” Freeze said. “I
was able to give them what I
considered to be an educated guess on worst-case scenarios. We didn’t run from
it. We hit it head-on.”
He told them that they’d
already been serving punishments for the last couple
years, something that wasn’t
well-known. The mere mention of the NCAA in a conversation with a recruit
immediately prods the elephant in the room.
On top of all that, there
were needs to be addressed,
particularly on the defensive

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT

Head coach Hugh Freeze answers question at National Signing Day press conference Wednesday.
side of the football. Ole Miss
was horrid against the run,
and the linebacking play was
nonexistent.
Freeze and his staff signed
five in the class.
“We have length, which is
something we haven’t had
enough of. These ‘backers are long. Really excited
about Baker and seeing what
he can develop into,” Freeze
said.
He looked down at the podium, gazing at the list of
names he’d hauled in. He
spoke about the gratitude he
had for the guys in this class,
who signed despite hearing
things from other programs
about the fate of Ole Miss
and the NCAA, “some true
and some not,” as Freeze put
it.
“I probably feel great about
this class for several different reasons, one of which is
that these young men chose
to come to our great university and our program amid
extreme pressure, amid extreme rhetoric that they’ve

had to hear,” he said. “And
yet, they and their families
found this place to be the
best fit for them under those
circumstances, and for that,
I’ll always be indebted to
this group.”
But as much gratitude as
he had, there was anguish,
too. Annoyance at how long
this investigation has lasted and the uncertainty it’s
brought. Anger at other
schools exploiting on Ole
Miss’ misfortunes, which he
noted was their fault.
“It was ugly. I didn’t enjoy
it,” he said.
But some of it he felt was
personal.
“I’m the leader of the program, so everything is directed pretty much at you. Some
of it was personal with some
people probably,” Freeze
said. “I don’t talk about other schools in recruiting, and
I won’t do that, and our staff
is in charge to do the same.
Unfortunately, there were
several others that thought
it was a prime opportuni-

ty to use that in recruiting,
and that’s the route they go.
I won’t forget who they are.”
Freeze understands the
predicament the program is
in–one with no clear end in
sight. He gets why prospects
would go elsewhere, and he’s
aware enough to know that
its cost him some blue chip
recruits. Names like Cam
Akers, Walker Little and
Willie Gay, among others.
But it’s the reality of where
this program sits. It’s the
cards Freeze has been dealt,
and he did well to play the
game with his hands tied
to a degree this time, and
now he’s ready to work with
the ones he was able to get
through to.
“How much difference is
there in the No. 10 ranked
class and the No. 40 ranked
class? I don’t know,” Freeze
said. “Probably very small.
Those top 10, there is some
difference. After that, it depends on what the kid does
when he gets there.”
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